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Phelister Abdalla  
National Coordinator, Kenya Sex Workers Alliance 

(KESWA) 

Phelister Abdalla is the National Coordinator of Kenya Sex Workers 

Alliance (KESWA). She is a co- founder of African Sex Workers 

Alliance (ASWA) and one of the pioneers of the Sex Workers 

Movements in Africa. Before joining KESWA, Phelister worked for 

ICRH Kenya as a peer educator and zone leader leading in the 

organization’s advocacy and peer mobilization. 

Phelister is on the front line in creating awareness and advocating for 

the rights of sex workers at national, regional and global levels 

including lobbying and advocacy for policy reform and leading in decriminalization of sex work process in Kenya. 

She is known for her articulation in addressing critical issues such as stigma and discrimination; violence faced 

by sex workers, community of sex workers’ empowerment and inclusion of the sex workers’ agenda across 

the country and across Africa. 

Her dedication to highlighting the issues of sex workers, places her as a strategic Key Populations and 

particularly sex workers Board member in the Global network of sex work projects (NSWP) , Global Network 

of people living with HIV (GNP+) and at the Global Fund acting as a regional expert on Global fund issues. 

Phelister also serves on numerous committees and other boards representing sex workers and Key Populations 

in Kenya, Africa and globally. 

Jeffry Acaba  
Programme Officer, APCASO  

Jeffry Acaba is currently a Board member of GNP+. Based in 

Thailand, he is a Filipino living with HIV and has been 

advocating for the rights of people living with HIV and key 

populations since 2006. He is also a Programme Officer of 

APCASO and has extensive experience in health policy 

advocacy, community development, and research. He holds 

a Bachelor’s degree in Behavioural Sciences from the 

University of the Philippines. 



 

#ReclaimTheResponse 2 

 

 

Dr George Ayala  
Executive Director, MPact Global Action for Gay Men’s Health and Rights 

Dr. Ayala has worked in the 

non-profit HIV/AIDS sector 

managing multi-million-dollar 

budgets and supervising large, 

interdisciplinary teams of 

professionals for over 20 years. 

A clinical psychologist by 

training, Dr. Ayala has 

conducted HIV social science 

and intervention research since 

1996. His research has mainly 

focused on understanding the 

mechanisms through which social discrimination affects the risk for HIV among gay men of color in the U.S. 

Mahri Bahati   
Director of Programs, IRGT  

Mahri Bahati is a creative and passionate public health professional 

with extensive experience across the HIV/AIDS continuum of 

care, including anti-retroviral medication access, HIV prevention 

and surveillance, harm reduction, and community mobilization. 

Most recently she worked for the Global Forum on MSM and HIV 

as Public Health Advisor where she developed and managed a 

global capacity building project to facilitate organizational 

development and build self-sustainability for trans-led 

organizations throughout the global south. Her professional interests include sexual and gender minority health 

equity, HIV treatment adherence, PrEP access, and the prevention of sexually transmitted infections.  

Mahri earned her Master of Public Health degree at the University of Kentucky in 2013, with a focus in 

Epidemiology. As an undergrad she began volunteering with local HIV/AIDS non-profits which sparked a 

professional interest in public health along with a lifelong interest in volunteering and community organizing. 

She is currently the Director of Programs at IRGT - A global network of trans women and HIV. 
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Olą Belyaeva   
Program Coordinator, Eurasian Network 

of People who Use Drugs (ENPUD)  

Olą Belyaeva is a Narkofeminist and drug policy reform activist 

from Ukraine. She has pioneered in organizing a community-

based needle exchange program in Dnepropetrovsk in 2001. 

Her educational background is in medical psychology and grant 

management. Furthermore, she has undertaken community-

needs assessments, generating evidence-based information and 

organized a low-threshold service point for people who use 

drugs (“Virtus”). In 2010, she co-founded an opioid substitution 

therapy patients’ association (ASTAU) in Ukraine working to increase the quality of OST. Between 2013-2019, 

Ola worked at the Eurasian Harm Reduction Association (EHRA) as Manager of community of people who use 

drugs, leading on advocacy programs such as “From street to government”. Since 2017 Olą is serving on the Board 

of Directors of Harm Reduction International (HRI). In February 2020, the community of people who use drugs 

from Eastern Europe and Central Asia (EECA) elected Olą as Program Coordinator of Eurasian Network of 

People who Use Drugs (ENPUD).  

Winnie Byanyima  
Executive Director, UNAIDS 

A feminist and global leader on social justice issues, 

Winnie Byanyima assumed her functions as UNAIDS 

Executive Director on 1 November 2019.  Prior to 

that, Ms Byanyima served for 6 years as Executive 

Director of Oxfam International. As a member of 

parliament, she led Uganda's first parliamentary 

women’s caucus, championing ground-breaking 

gender equality provisions in the county's 1995 post-conflict constitution. She has also served at the African 

Union Commission and as Director of Gender and Development at UNDP.  She founded the civil society 

organization Forum for Women in Democracy (FOWODE) and co-founded a 60-member Global Gender and 

Climate Alliance of civil society, bilateral and multilateral organizations.  She has served on numerous global 

boards and commissions including the African Capacity Building Foundation and the International Centre for 

Research on Women. 

https://harmreductioneurasia.org/narcofeminism/
https://harmreductioneurasia.org/
https://www.hri.global/
http://enpud.net/
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Judy Chang   
Executive Director, International Network 

of People Who Use Drugs (INPUD) 

Judy has worked in the HIV and community health and 

development field for eight years, across areas 

of programme management, resource mobilisation, and 

communications. She has been increasingly involved in harm 

reduction, community mobilisation and drug policy work, 

particularly in regards to women who use drugs. She has worked 

across India, China, and Thailand. She holds a Master’s in 

International Development and a Bachelor of Arts in Writing and 

Contemporary Cultures. 

Dr Alethse De la Torre Rosas  
General Director, National 

Center for the Prevention 

and Control of HIV/AIDS 

(CENSIDA), Ministry of 

Health, Mexico 

Since July 2019, Dr De la Torre Rosas 

assumed the post of General Director of 

CENSIDA which is leading the national HIV, 

sexually transmitted diseases and Hepatitis C 

program. She is an Infectious Diseases and 

Internal Medicine Specialist (UNAM, Mexico) with an MSc in Public Health in Developing Countries (London 

School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, UK), and recognized as “Champion Mexico” of the WHO´s Patients 

for Patient Safety (PFPS) network. 

Alethse has over 10 years of clinical, academic and research experience focusing on infectious and emerging 

diseases, developing programmes to improve the quality and safety of patient care, healthcare evaluation, 

patient reported outcomes and outcomes metrics in healthcare; and an experienced lecturer in Infectious 

Diseases, Epidemiology and Medical Statistics. 
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Rico Gustav  
Executive Director, Global Network of People 

Living with HIV (GNP+) 

Rico Gustav is a well-respected human rights and health activist that has 

been working at the intersection of HIV, drug use and key populations 

since his own diagnosis at 17 years old in Indonesia. As a long-term 

organizational ally, Rico previously held the roles of Interim Director and 

Community Development Manager at GNP+, and has experiences 

working at the national level in Indonesia; regional level at the Asia Pacific 

Network of People Living with AIDS (APN+) and PSI International in 

Thailand. More recently, he served as the Senior Policy Adviser for 

Sustainability at International Civil Society Support (ICSS) and as a Board 

Member for the Communities Delegation to the Global Fund. He is 

currently the Chair of the Strategy Committee of the Global Fund. 

Sigrid Kaag  
Minister, Ministry for Foreign Trade and Development Cooperation, The 

Netherlands 

Honourable Minister Sigrid Kaag is Dutch 

Minister for Foreign Trade and 

Development Cooperation (2017). 

Previously,  she served as, among other 

positions, Under-Secretary-General in 

Lebanon with responsibility for all UN 

activities in the country; as UN Under-

Secretary-General leading the mission to 

eliminate chemical weapons in Syria; as 

Assistant-Secretary-General for UNDP in 

New York; and as UNICEF’s Regional 

Director for the Middle East and North 

Africa in Amman. Minister Kaag holds an 

MA in Middle East Studies (University of Exeter), an MPhil in International Relations (Oxford University) and a 

BA in Middle East Studies (American University in Cairo). 
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Sergio Lopez 
Program Officer, SOMOSGAY 

Sergio is a Paraguayan activist and Program Officer with SOMOSGAY, a 

grassroots organization committed to the innovation of effective strategies 

against homophobia, the fight against HIV and the promotion and defence of 

human rights. With over ten years of experience in social movements, Sergio 

continues organizing actions with the young communities in safe spaces and 

centres for LGBTI+ people, as well as carrying out campaigns with 

the GayLatino Network, based in Asuncion. 

 

Ruth Morgan Thomas  
Global Coordinator, Global Network of Sex Work Projects (NSWP) 

Ruth has been involved in sex work for over 

40 years. 8 years as a sex worker, 2 ½ years 

as an academic researcher at Edinburgh 

University looking at HIV related risks in 

the sex industry and more than 30 years as 

a sex workers’ rights advocate campaigning 

for, developing and maintaining services and 

support for sex workers within a human 

rights and labour framework. In 2012, Ruth 

coordinated the Sex Worker Freedom 

Festival: the alternative AIDS2012 event for 

sex workers and their allies in protest at the 

legal travel restrictions imposed upon sex 

workers by the US government. Ruth was 

one of the founding members of NSWP in 1992 and has been employed as their Global Coordinator since 

2010. She currently co-chairs the UNAIDS Steering Committee on HIV and Sex Work on behalf of the NSWP.  

http://somosgay.org/
http://www.redgaylatino.org/
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Peter Sands  
Executive Director, The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria  

Peter Sands has been the 

Executive Director of The Global 

Fund for AIDS, Tuberculosis and 

Malaria since March 2018.  

Since June 2015 Peter has been a 

Research Fellow at Harvard 

University, dividing his time 

between the Mossavar-Rahmani 

Center for Business and 

Government at Harvard Kennedy 

School and the Harvard Global 

Health Institute.  

Peter was Group CEO of Standard 

Chartered PLC from November 

2006 to June 2015, having joined the Board of Standard Chartered as Group CFO in May 2002.  

Prior to joining Standard Chartered, Peter was a Senior Partner at McKinsey & Co.  

Peter has served on various boards and commissions, including as Lead Non-Executive Director of the UK 

Department of Health, Director of the World Economic Forum/Davos, Member of the International Advisory 

Board of the Monetary Authority of Singapore, Member of the China People’s Association for Friendship with 

Foreign People’s Global CEO Council, and Co-Chair of the UK-India CEO Forum.  

Peter graduated from Oxford University with a First Class degree in Politics, Philosophy and Economics. He 

also received a Master in Public Administration from Harvard University, where he was a Harkness Fellow. 

Peter, who grew up in Singapore and Malaysia, is married to author and bookshop owner, Betsy Tobin and has 

four children.  

 


